COUNCIL

At a meeting of the Council on Wednesday, 4 February 2015 in the Council Chamber,
Runcorn Town Hall

COU53

COU54 THE MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

COU55 LEADER'S REPORT

Present: Councillors Osborne, S. Baker, M. Bradshaw, J. Bradshaw, D. Cargill,
E. Cargill, Cassidy, Cole, Dennett, Edge, Fry, Gerrard, Gilligan, Harris,

P. Hignett, R. Hignett, Horabin, Howard, Lea, M. Lloyd Jones, P. Lloyd Jones,
C. Loftus, K. Loftus, Logan, A. Lowe, J. Lowe, MacManus, McDermott,

A. Mclnerney, T. Mclnerney, Morley, Nelson, Nolan, Parker, Philbin, Polnhill,

C. Plumpton Walsh, N. Plumpton Walsh, Ratcliffe, Joe Roberts, June Roberts,
Rowe, Sinnott, J. Stockton, Thompson, Wainwright, Wall, Wallace, Wharton,
Woolfall, Wright and Zygadllo

Apologies for Absence: Councillors S. Hill, V. Hill, Jones and G. Stockton
Absence declared on Council business: None
Officers present: M. Reaney, A. Scott, D. Johnson, D. Parr and A. Mclintyre

Also in attendance: None

Action
COUNCIL MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 December
2014, having been circulated, were taken as read and
signed as a correct record.

The Mayor made the following announcements:-

¢ He welcomed newly elected Councillor Wall to her
first Council meeting;

e Thanked everybody that had made contributions
to the Mayor’s charities in lieu of purchasing and
sending Christmas cards; and

e Commented on how Mayors from other authorities
had reported their high regard for Halton as a
Borough when attending many Mayoral
engagements.

The Leader made the following announcements:-

e Reported that all aspects of the Mersey



Gateway construction were progressing to
schedule. In addition he advised that the Wigg
Island Visitor Centre would be opening soon;
and

e Expressed his disappointment at the
announcement by Tesco Stores to close the
Runcorn store. He commented that meetings
between representatives of the Borough
Council and Tesco Store Managers would be
held as a matter of urgency to discuss the
decision.

(N.B. Councillor Peter Lloyd Jones declared a Disclosable Other
Interest in Minute EXB 115 as a Governor of the Bridgewater NHS
Community Services Trust and of the Warrington and Halton
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust; Councillor Martha Lloyd Jones
declared a Disclosable Other Interest in Minute EXB 115 as her
husband was a Governor as stated above)

COU56 MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The Council considered the minutes of the Executive
Board meetings from 11 December 2014 and 15 January
2015.

RESOLVED: That the minutes be received.

(N.B. Councillor Peter Lloyd Jones declared a Disclosable Other
Interest in Minute HWB 32 and HWB 33 as a Governor of the
Bridgewater NHS Community Services Trust and of the Warrington
and Halton Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust; Councillor Martha Lloyd
Jones declared a Disclosable Other Interest in Minute HWB 32 and
HWRB 33 as her husband was a Governor as stated above)

COUS57 MINUTES OF THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD

The Council considered the minutes of the Health and
Wellbeing Board meeting on 14 January 2015.

RESOLVED: That the minutes be received.
COU58 QUESTIONS ASKED UNDER STANDING ORDER 8

It was noted that no questions had been submitted
under Standing Order No. 8.

COU59 DRAFT CORPORATE PLAN 2015-2018 (MINUTE EXB 114
REFERS)

Executive Board had considered a report of the




Strategic Director, Policy and Resources, which sought
approval for the design and content of the new Corporate
Plan.

RESOLVED: That Council Strategic Director
- Policy &
1) approve the draft 2015-18 Corporate Plan; and Resources

2) support the production of an annual report each
year based on the Corporate Plan, highlighting the
Council’s key achievements and issues.

COU60 MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND PERFORMANCE
BOARDS

The Council considered the reports of the following
Boards in the period since the meeting of Council on 10
December 2014:-

Children, Young people and Families;
Employment, Learning, Skills and Community;
Health;

Safer; and

Corporate Services.

In considering the minutes, the following comments
and observations were made:-

e Councillor Dennett wished to bring to Members’
attention the outcome of the HMCI Report 2014
on Education Performance in Halton (Minute CYP
43 referred).

COuU61 COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Council considered the reports of the following
Committees in the period since the meeting of Council on 10
December 2014:-

e Development Control;
e Regulatory; and
e Appeals Panel.

COuUe62 NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER STANDING ORDER
NUMBER 6

The following motion was moved and seconded by
Councillors Rob Polhill and Mike Wharton respectively:




Devolution of Powers from Central Government

That Halton Council:-

Welcomes the possible devolution of powers and finance
from Central Government to City Regions;

Recognises the need for a new constitutional settlement and
supports demands for the transfer of significant legislative,
executive and financial power from Whitehall; and

Supports the development of a package of devolution
measures from Government to the Liverpool City Region
Combined Authority;

Recognises that there is no public support for the early
creation of another tier of elected Government and notes
that the public would expect devolved budgets and powers
to be managed by the existing structure of Local
Government, which for this area means the Liverpool City
Region Combined Authority;

Does not support a Metro Mayor model for the Liverpool City
Region.

However, should such a model be proposed it should not be
introduced in Halton unless it has the support of the majority
of Halton’s residents following a public referendum.

This Council therefore agrees to call upon Government to
urgently enter into meaningful negotiation with the Liverpool
City Region Combined Authority on a package of measures
for devolution.

RESOLVED: That the motion be agreed.

Meeting ended at 7.15 p.m.



